Sheffield Cultural Education Partnership launch conference: 
provocations from young people aged 11 - 24 in Sheffield 2017
From a meeting with Sheffield’s Young Advisers
SHEFFIELD IS….
· DIVIDED
· EXPENSIVE
NOTHING TO DO FOR OLDER KIDS UNLESS YOU’RE AT UNIVERSITY
“Ask young people what they want.  Please don’t presume you know what we want.  Engage a youth panel to develop ideas.”
“If your parents aren’t interested, then schools and youth clubs are the best place for young people to find out about the arts in Sheffield.”
“The city is really divided, but the city centre is a neutral space.  What can we bring into the city centre? How can we celebrate what a diverse, interesting and multi-cultural city we live in?  The local areas celebrate themselves – what would happen if we brought a bit of each area into the city centre to share and celebrated the mish-mash that is this city?”
“Tramlines was great until they started charging.  We can’t afford to come into town.  The bus fares alone stop us coming into town to do anything.”
[bookmark: _GoBack]From the Open Space event (secondary schools)
There’s not enough LGBT-related education in school. Teachers get the facts wrong and don’t know how to teach it.
Museums should reflect the heritage, creativity, history and diversity of Sheffield
Music and Drama lessons are too expensive for some people to afford to learn theory. You can’t do GCSE Music or join the school band without Grade 2.
Why can’t we take advantage of school facilities after school, evenings, weekends and holidays?
Schools should incorporate dance and drama into English, Maths, Science and History.
Incorporate songs or beats/rhythms to help us remember what we have learnt in Maths
Give young people more responsibility – we enjoy it.
There is no stand-up comedy for people under 18
There should be more opportunities for young people to get involved in graffiti art. One blank wall space could be given to one school per month then painted over and given to the next school. Ever changing art in the city
It’s scary to go out and be judged by other people – it’s easy to stay at home in my bedroom, looking at my phone. It would make me smile if I could go somewhere ‘safe’ where I’m not judged. It would help my confidence.
Photos can be taken on any device these days and yet most schools don’t include photography
How can we get to find out about creative careers?
There’s currently no advice from school re creative industry-based careers.
Schools are too focused on the academic side of things. We need dance, drama and sport options too.
Need to get more creative/arts organisations to come to schools both to careers events but to lessons too.
Why aren’t the arts core subjects ?
Virtual reality could be used for cultural hands-on experiences.
Just because people are homeless or on a low income doesn’t mean they don’t enjoy the arts or culture: instruments on the streets
Spare tickets on the nights of performances could be given away
The recommendation system on Spotify is one of the main ways we listen to new music. 
Overall, work experience is an amazing opportunity that in turn gives young adults more choices, Bring it Back!!
The curriculum should prepare you for society (life skills, research, self-sufficiency). Transferable skills (we have the feeling that school is not preparing us for real life).
Use technology to promote cultural events to young adults. When creating an event and advertising it online, create “tags” so that it will be picked up by search terms as described above and similar.
There should be more places for teens to go without spending a lot.
Young people being deterred from attending certain places/activities because bullying is not handled properly by staff. “Clubs with gangs spoil the activities for the quieter, less confident kids”.
Conversation around community initiatives – local communities coming together to organise events/football/activities etc. Communities supporting each other.
Cost is a real issue. Young people spoke about a ‘Sheffield Card’ – could there be something that gave young people REAL discounts on activities/cinema/theatre??? They are frustrated that ‘child’ price don’t differ enough from adult prices – they are at school and don’t work – how can they be expected to pay that much?!
The Sheffield young writers group is oversubscribed.
Why aren’t there more opportunities for young writers? If there are, why is no awareness raised about them?
Raise the interest in journalism!  Pictures, an app!  Our generation are ace on phones, make it interactive and they’ll read. Why not have a journalist’s group in Sheffield covering events in the city – run by young people? Printed or online?
Discrimination in the arts: Specific image associated to it, so if you wear a scarf, are black, fat etc you are judged, called gay. Or put in a box for certain type of dance. E.g. black rapping.
Busking should be viewed as a crucial part of the Sheffield music scene. It is a great way of encouraging people to perform who can’t find venues that are willing to take them. 




For more information, contact Sophie Hunter  sophie@weareive.org 
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